LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT — State of Maine — Template

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT

OF
_____________________________________________ [Full Legal Name of Testator]
Prepared Under the Laws of the State of Maine
Maine Uniform Probate Code, Title 18-C M.R.S.A.

Date of Execution: _________________________ [Date]

THIS IS A LEGAL DOCUMENT. PLEASE READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE COMPLETING.


INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING YOUR
MAINE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
IMPORTANT: THIS IS A LEGAL DOCUMENT TEMPLATE, NOT LEGAL ADVICE. If you have a complex estate, own a business, have a blended family, own property in multiple states, or have significant assets, you should consult a licensed Maine attorney before signing this document. This template is designed for simple estates.
This template complies with the Maine Uniform Probate Code, Title 18-C of the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated (M.R.S.A.), effective September 1, 2019. Follow these steps carefully to ensure your will is legally valid.
STEP 1: GATHER YOUR INFORMATION
Before filling in the will, collect the following information:
1. Your full legal name as it appears on your government-issued identification
1. Full legal names and addresses of all beneficiaries (persons or organizations)
1. Full legal names and addresses of your chosen Personal Representative (executor) and alternate
1. Full legal names and addresses of any guardian and alternate guardian for minor children
1. Descriptions of any specific property, real estate, or items you wish to leave to particular people
1. Names and contact information of two witnesses who are at least 18 years of age
1. Contact information for a notary public (for the self-proving affidavit)
STEP 2: FILL IN ALL BLANKS
Complete every blank in the will template. Each blank is labeled (e.g., [Full Legal Name]). Use your full legal name consistently throughout. Where checkboxes appear, check the applicable option. Write clearly in blue or black ink, or type your responses before printing.
STEP 3: DELETE OR CROSS OUT INAPPLICABLE SECTIONS
This template includes optional articles that may not apply to you. Cross out and initial any sections that do not apply. Common optional provisions include:
1. Article IV (Specific Bequests of Real Property) — if you do not wish to leave specific real estate
1. Article V (Charitable Bequests) — if you have no charitable gifts
1. Article VI (Guardian of Minor Children) — if you have no minor children
1. Article VIII (Pet Care) — if you do not have pets
1. Article IX (Digital Assets) — if you do not wish to address digital property
1. Article XI (Testamentary Trust for Minors) — if no beneficiary is a minor
1. Article XIII (Disinheritance) — if you do not wish to disinherit anyone
IMPORTANT: Do NOT cross out Article I (Declaration), Article X (Residuary Estate), Article XII (Personal Representative), Article XIV (General Provisions), or the Execution and Attestation sections. These are required for a valid will.
STEP 4: SIGN IN THE PRESENCE OF TWO WITNESSES
Under Maine law (18-C M.R.S.A. §2-502), your will must satisfy all of the following requirements:
1. It must be in writing;
1. It must be signed by you, the testator (or by someone else in your conscious presence and at your direction if you are physically unable to sign);
1. It must be signed by at least two (2) individuals, each of whom signed within a reasonable time after witnessing either your signing of the will or your acknowledgment of your signature or your acknowledgment of the will.
See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-502 (Execution; Witnessed or Notarized Wills)
STEP 5: COMPLETE THE SELF-PROVING AFFIDAVIT (STRONGLY RECOMMENDED)
The self-proving affidavit is included at the end of this will. It allows your will to be admitted to probate without requiring your witnesses to appear in court to testify. To complete the affidavit:
1. You, both witnesses, and a notary public must all be present at the same time.
1. The notary will administer oaths to you and each witness.
1. All parties sign the affidavit, and the notary affixes a seal.
See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-503 (Self-Proved Will)
NOTE: While the self-proving affidavit is not required for a valid will in Maine, it significantly simplifies the probate process and is strongly recommended.
STEP 6: STORE YOUR WILL SAFELY
Store the original signed will in a secure location. Recommended storage options include:
1. A fireproof home safe or lockbox
1. A safe deposit box at a bank (though note: access may be restricted immediately after death)
1. Filing with the Probate Court in your county of residence (permitted under Maine law)
1. With your attorney (if you have one)
Inform your Personal Representative of the location of the original will. You may distribute copies marked "COPY" to family members, your attorney, or your Personal Representative, but note that only the original is valid for probate.
WHO CAN BE A WITNESS?
Under 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-504, any individual generally competent to be a witness may act as a witness to your will. Under Maine law, signing as an interested witness (such as a beneficiary named in the will) does not invalidate the will or the gift to that witness. However, best practice is to use two disinterested witnesses (persons who are NOT named as beneficiaries) to reduce the risk of a will contest. Witnesses must be at least 18 years old and of sound mind.
See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-504 (Who May Witness); §2-505 (Competence of Witness)
REVOKING OR CHANGING YOUR WILL
Under 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-506, you may revoke this will at any time by:
1. Executing a subsequent will that expressly revokes this one (or that contains provisions inconsistent with this will); or
1. Performing a revocatory act on the will (burning, tearing, canceling, obliterating, or destroying the will, or any part of it) with the intent and for the purpose of revoking it. This may be done by another person in your conscious presence and at your direction.
See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-506 (Revocation by Writing or by Act)
WARNING: Do NOT make handwritten changes (interlineations) to a signed will. Handwritten changes may invalidate part or all of the will. If you wish to make changes, execute a new will or a formal codicil with the same execution requirements (two witnesses, optional notarization).
EFFECT OF MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, AND BIRTH OF CHILDREN
Maine law provides important rules about how life changes affect your will:
1. Marriage: A surviving spouse who married the testator after the will was executed may be entitled to an intestate share of the estate unless the will was made in contemplation of the marriage, or the spouse is provided for in the will or by other transfer. (18-C M.R.S.A. §2-301)
1. Divorce: A divorce or annulment occurring after the execution of a will revokes any provision in the will in favor of the former spouse, including fiduciary appointments. (18-C M.R.S.A. §2-804)
1. Children Born After Will: A child born or adopted after the will is executed (a pretermitted child) may be entitled to an intestate share unless it appears the omission was intentional. (18-C M.R.S.A. §2-302)
RECOMMENDATION: Update or revoke this will upon any marriage, divorce, birth, adoption, death, or other significant change in your family or financial circumstances.
SURVIVING SPOUSE'S ELECTIVE SHARE
Under Maine law, a surviving spouse has the right to claim an elective share of the deceased spouse's augmented estate, regardless of the provisions of the will. The elective share is calculated based on the length of the marriage. This template cannot override the elective share right.
See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-202 (Elective Share)


LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
OF
_____________________________________________ [Full Legal Name of Testator]
State of Maine
ARTICLE I — DECLARATION AND REVOCATION OF PRIOR WILLS
I, ___________________________________ [Full Legal Name] , of the City/Town of ____________________ [City or Town] , County of ____________________ [County] , State of Maine, being at least eighteen (18) years of age and of sound mind and memory, and not acting under duress, menace, fraud, or the undue influence of any person, do hereby declare this instrument to be my Last Will and Testament.
I hereby revoke all prior wills and codicils previously made by me. This instrument shall constitute my entire Last Will and Testament.
18-C M.R.S.A. §2-502 (Execution; Witnessed or Notarized Wills)
ARTICLE II — FAMILY DECLARATIONS
(Complete all applicable sections. These declarations help identify your family members and may affect distribution of your estate.)
Marital Status (check one):
☐  
☐  I am unmarried (single, divorced, or widowed)
Children (check one):
☐  I have no children
☐  
Child 1: ______________________________ [Full Legal Name]   Date of Birth: ____________ [DOB] 
Child 2: ______________________________ [Full Legal Name]   Date of Birth: ____________ [DOB] 
Child 3: ______________________________ [Full Legal Name]   Date of Birth: ____________ [DOB] 
Child 4: ______________________________ [Full Legal Name]   Date of Birth: ____________ [DOB] 
Child 5: ______________________________ [Full Legal Name]   Date of Birth: ____________ [DOB] 
(If additional children, attach a signed addendum listing them.)
Deceased Children: I have the following deceased children who have surviving descendants: _____________________________________________ [Names of Deceased Children, if any, or write NONE] 
ARTICLE III — PAYMENT OF DEBTS, TAXES, AND EXPENSES
I direct my Personal Representative to pay the following from the assets of my estate, as soon as practicable after my death:
1. All of my legally enforceable debts, including any debts secured by a mortgage or lien on property passing under this Will (unless I specify otherwise below);
1. My funeral and burial (or cremation) expenses;
1. The costs and expenses of administering my estate, including court costs, filing fees, and reasonable Personal Representative and attorney fees;
1. All estate, inheritance, succession, and other death taxes assessed against my estate or any beneficiary, from the residuary estate (unless otherwise directed herein).
Funeral and Burial Wishes (Optional)
(These wishes are not legally binding but will guide your Personal Representative.)
☐  I wish to be buried
☐  I wish to be cremated
☐  I have made pre-arrangements with the following funeral home:
___________________________________ [Name of Funeral Home] , located at ___________________________________ [Address] 
Additional funeral/burial instructions: _____________________________________________ [Instructions, or write NONE] 
ARTICLE IV — SPECIFIC BEQUESTS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY
(Use this article to leave specific items of personal property or specific dollar amounts to named individuals or organizations. If you have no specific bequests, write "NONE" and proceed to Article V. You may attach a separate written statement listing additional tangible personal property bequests per 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-513.)
18-C M.R.S.A. §2-513 (Separate Writing Identifying Devise of Certain Types of Tangible Personal Property)
Bequest 1: I give ________________________________________ [Description of Property or Dollar Amount] to ______________________________ [Full Name of Beneficiary] , of ____________________ [City, State] . Relationship to Testator: _______________ [Relationship] .
If this beneficiary does not survive me by the survivorship period set forth in this Will, this bequest shall (check one):
☐  Lapse and fall into the residuary estate
☐  
☐  Pass to the beneficiary's then-living descendants, per stirpes
Bequest 2: I give ________________________________________ [Description of Property or Dollar Amount] to ______________________________ [Full Name of Beneficiary] , of ____________________ [City, State] . Relationship to Testator: _______________ [Relationship] .
If this beneficiary does not survive me by the survivorship period set forth in this Will, this bequest shall (check one):
☐  Lapse and fall into the residuary estate
☐  
☐  Pass to the beneficiary's then-living descendants, per stirpes
Bequest 3: I give ________________________________________ [Description of Property or Dollar Amount] to ______________________________ [Full Name of Beneficiary] , of ____________________ [City, State] . Relationship to Testator: _______________ [Relationship] .
If this beneficiary does not survive me by the survivorship period set forth in this Will, this bequest shall (check one):
☐  Lapse and fall into the residuary estate
☐  
☐  Pass to the beneficiary's then-living descendants, per stirpes
Bequest 4: I give ________________________________________ [Description of Property or Dollar Amount] to ______________________________ [Full Name of Beneficiary] , of ____________________ [City, State] . Relationship to Testator: _______________ [Relationship] .
If this beneficiary does not survive me by the survivorship period set forth in this Will, this bequest shall (check one):
☐  Lapse and fall into the residuary estate
☐  
☐  Pass to the beneficiary's then-living descendants, per stirpes
Bequest 5: I give ________________________________________ [Description of Property or Dollar Amount] to ______________________________ [Full Name of Beneficiary] , of ____________________ [City, State] . Relationship to Testator: _______________ [Relationship] .
If this beneficiary does not survive me by the survivorship period set forth in this Will, this bequest shall (check one):
☐  Lapse and fall into the residuary estate
☐  
☐  Pass to the beneficiary's then-living descendants, per stirpes
(Attach additional pages if more bequests are needed. Each page must be signed and dated.)
Separate Written Statement of Personal Property
Maine law (18-C M.R.S.A. §2-513) allows you to create a separate signed writing that identifies specific items of tangible personal property (excluding money and property used in trade or business) and the persons to receive them. Check if applicable:
☐  
☐  Not applicable
ARTICLE V — SPECIFIC BEQUESTS OF REAL PROPERTY
(Use this article to leave specific real estate to named individuals. If you do not wish to make specific gifts of real property, write "NONE" and the property will pass as part of the residuary estate in Article X.)
Real Property Bequest 1: I give the real property located at _____________________________________________ [Street Address, City, State, ZIP]  (Registry of Deeds Book ________ [Book #] , Page ________ [Page #] , or Parcel ID ____________ [Parcel ID] ) to ______________________________ [Full Name of Beneficiary] , of ____________________ [City, State] .
This gift is made (check one):
☐  Free and clear of any mortgage or encumbrance (my estate shall pay off the mortgage)
☐  Subject to any mortgage or encumbrance existing at the time of my death
If the above beneficiary does not survive me: _____________________________________________ [Lapse / Pass to [Alternate Name] / Pass per stirpes] 
Real Property Bequest 2: I give the real property located at _____________________________________________ [Street Address, City, State, ZIP]  (Registry of Deeds Book ________ [Book #] , Page ________ [Page #] , or Parcel ID ____________ [Parcel ID] ) to ______________________________ [Full Name of Beneficiary] , of ____________________ [City, State] .
This gift is made (check one):
☐  Free and clear of any mortgage or encumbrance (my estate shall pay off the mortgage)
☐  Subject to any mortgage or encumbrance existing at the time of my death
If the above beneficiary does not survive me: _____________________________________________ [Lapse / Pass to [Alternate Name] / Pass per stirpes] 
ARTICLE VI — CHARITABLE BEQUESTS (OPTIONAL)
(Use this article to make gifts to charitable organizations. If none, write "NONE" and proceed to the next article.)
Charitable Bequest 1: I give _____________________________________________ [Dollar Amount or Description of Property or Percentage of Estate]  to ________________________________________ [Full Legal Name of Charitable Organization] , a tax-exempt organization under IRC §501(c)(3), located at ___________________________________ [Address] , Tax ID: _______________ [EIN (optional)] . This gift shall be used for the organization's general purposes unless specified here: ________________________________________ [Specific Purpose, or leave blank for general use] .
Charitable Bequest 2: I give _____________________________________________ [Dollar Amount or Description of Property or Percentage of Estate]  to ________________________________________ [Full Legal Name of Charitable Organization] , located at ___________________________________ [Address] .
ARTICLE VII — GUARDIAN OF MINOR CHILDREN
(If you have no minor children, write "N/A" across this section. This nomination is a recommendation to the court and is subject to judicial approval under 18-C M.R.S.A. §5-202.)
18-C M.R.S.A. §5-202 (Parental Appointment of Guardian)
If at the time of my death any of my children are under the age of eighteen (18), and the other parent of such children is deceased, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to serve as guardian, I nominate and appoint:
Guardian of the Person: ___________________________________ [Full Name] , of _________________________ [City, State] . Relationship: _______________ [Relationship] 
Guardian of the Property/Estate: 
☐  Same person as Guardian of the Person (above)
☐  
Alternate Guardian: If the above-named Guardian(s) are unable or unwilling to serve, I nominate ___________________________________ [Full Name of Alternate Guardian] , of _________________________ [City, State] , as alternate Guardian of both person and property.
Guardianship Instructions: _______________________________________________________ [Any specific wishes about children's care, education, religion, etc., or write NONE] 
ARTICLE VIII — CARE OF PETS (OPTIONAL)
(If you have no pets, write "N/A" across this section. Maine does not have a specific pet trust statute in Title 18-C, but you may designate a caretaker and set aside funds for pet care.)
If I own any pets at the time of my death, I request that ___________________________________ [Full Name of Pet Caretaker] , of _________________________ [City, State] , take possession of and care for my pet(s).
I bequeath the sum of $__________ [Amount]  to the above-named caretaker for the care, feeding, veterinary treatment, and maintenance of my pet(s).
If the above-named caretaker is unable or unwilling to accept my pet(s), I request that ___________________________________ [Full Name of Alternate Caretaker]  assume their care under the same terms.
Pet(s) covered by this provision: _____________________________________________ [Names, species, and descriptions of pets] 
ARTICLE IX — DIGITAL ASSETS AND ONLINE ACCOUNTS
(This article addresses your digital property. If not applicable, write "N/A" across this section.)
See also: Maine Revised Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act, 18-C M.R.S.A. §7-101 et seq.
I grant my Personal Representative full authority to access, manage, continue, or terminate my digital assets and online accounts, including but not limited to: email accounts, social media profiles, digital photographs and files, cloud storage accounts, cryptocurrency or digital currency, domain names and websites, loyalty program accounts, online financial accounts, and any other electronically stored information.
Specific instructions regarding digital assets (check all that apply):
☐  My Personal Representative may access all digital accounts using credentials stored at the following location:
__________________________________________________ [Location of password list, password manager, or digital vault] 
☐  I direct the following accounts to be permanently deleted:
__________________________________________________ [List specific accounts to delete] 
☐  I direct the following accounts to be transferred or memorialized:
__________________________________________________ [Account name and instruction (e.g., 'Facebook — memorialize')] 
☐  
ARTICLE X — RESIDUARY ESTATE
I give, devise, and bequeath all the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate, both real and personal, of whatever kind and wherever situated, including but not limited to: any property over which I may have a power of appointment; all lapsed, failed, or disclaimed bequests; and any property acquired after the execution of this Will (collectively, the "Residuary Estate"), as follows:
Distribution of Residuary Estate (check one):
☐  
☐  
_____ [Percentage] % to ______________________________ [Full Name] , of ____________________ [City, State] 
_____ [Percentage] % to ______________________________ [Full Name] , of ____________________ [City, State] 
_____ [Percentage] % to ______________________________ [Full Name] , of ____________________ [City, State] 
_____ [Percentage] % to ______________________________ [Full Name] , of ____________________ [City, State] 
(Percentages must total 100%.)
☐  
Alternate Residuary Beneficiary
If all primary residuary beneficiaries predecease me, I give my entire Residuary Estate to:
________________________________________ [Full Name of Alternate Residuary Beneficiary] , of _________________________ [City, State] .
If the alternate residuary beneficiary also predeceases me, my Residuary Estate shall pass to: _______________________________________________________ [Second Alternate, or write 'my heirs at law under Maine intestacy statutes'] 
See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-101 et seq. (Intestate Succession)
ARTICLE XI — TESTAMENTARY TRUST FOR MINOR BENEFICIARIES (OPTIONAL)
(This article creates a simple trust for any beneficiary under this Will who is a minor at the time of distribution. If no beneficiary is a minor, write "N/A" across this section.)
If any beneficiary under this Will is under the age of ________ [age: 18, 21, or 25]  years at the time of distribution, the share of such beneficiary shall not be distributed outright but shall instead be held in trust by the Trustee named below, subject to the following terms:
1. The Trustee shall manage, invest, and reinvest the trust property in the Trustee's reasonable discretion.
1. The Trustee may distribute income and principal from the trust for the beneficiary's health, education, maintenance, and support.
1. When the beneficiary attains the age specified above, the Trustee shall distribute the remaining trust property outright to the beneficiary.
1. If the beneficiary dies before reaching the specified age, the remaining trust property shall be distributed to the beneficiary's then-living descendants, per stirpes, or if none, to the residuary estate.
1. The Trustee shall serve without bond unless required by law.
Trustee: ___________________________________ [Full Name of Trustee] , of _________________________ [City, State] 
Alternate Trustee: ___________________________________ [Full Name of Alternate Trustee] , of _________________________ [City, State] 
ARTICLE XII — PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE (EXECUTOR)
18-C M.R.S.A. §3-203 (Priority Among Persons Seeking Appointment as Personal Representative)
I nominate and appoint the following individual to serve as the Personal Representative of my estate:
Personal Representative: ________________________________________ [Full Name] 
Address: __________________________________________________ [Full Address] 
Phone: ____________________ [Phone Number]   Email: _________________________ [Email Address] 
Relationship: _________________________ [Relationship to Testator] 
First Alternate Personal Representative: If the above-named Personal Representative is unable, unwilling, or ceases to serve, I appoint:
________________________________________ [Full Name] , of ________________________________________ [Full Address] 
Second Alternate Personal Representative: ___________________________________ [Full Name] , of ___________________________________ [Full Address] 
Powers of Personal Representative
In addition to all powers granted by the Maine Uniform Probate Code (Title 18-C), I grant my Personal Representative the following powers, to be exercised in the Personal Representative's reasonable discretion without the need for court approval:
1. To retain any property owned by me at the time of my death, without liability for any decline in value;
1. To sell, exchange, lease, mortgage, pledge, or otherwise dispose of any real or personal property of my estate at public or private sale, with or without notice, on such terms and conditions as my Personal Representative deems advisable;
1. To invest and reinvest estate funds in any form of property, including stocks, bonds, mutual funds, real estate, and other investments;
1. To borrow money and to encumber estate property as security for repayment;
1. To settle, compromise, or release claims in favor of or against my estate;
1. To continue any business interest I may own, either alone or with others, for such time as my Personal Representative deems advisable;
1. To employ attorneys, accountants, investment advisors, and other professionals as reasonably necessary;
1. To make distributions in cash or in kind, or partly in each, and to allocate specific assets among the beneficiaries as the Personal Representative deems fair and reasonable;
1. To execute and deliver all instruments and documents necessary to carry out the provisions of this Will.
See also 18-C M.R.S.A. §3-711 et seq. (Powers of Personal Representatives)
Bond
I direct that my Personal Representative shall serve (check one):
☐  Without bond (recommended — saves the estate money)
☐  With the minimum bond required by law
☐  
Compensation
My Personal Representative shall be entitled to (check one):
☐  Reasonable compensation as determined by the Probate Court
☐  
☐  No compensation (the Personal Representative has agreed to serve without pay)
ARTICLE XIII — DISINHERITANCE (OPTIONAL)
(Use this article only if you intentionally wish to exclude a person who might otherwise expect to inherit from you. If not applicable, write "N/A" across this section.)
I have intentionally and with full knowledge omitted to provide for the following individual(s) in this Will. It is my express intent that the following person(s) receive nothing from my estate:
________________________________________ [Full Legal Name of Person Disinherited] , Relationship: ____________________ [Relationship] 
________________________________________ [Full Legal Name of Person Disinherited (2nd, if any)] , Relationship: ____________________ [Relationship] 
This omission is intentional and not made by reason of accident, mistake, or lack of knowledge of the existence of such person(s).
ARTICLE XIV — GENERAL PROVISIONS
A. Survivorship Requirement
For purposes of this Will, no beneficiary shall be deemed to have survived me unless such beneficiary survives me by ________ [number of days, e.g. 30, 60, or 120]  days. If a beneficiary does not survive me by this period, that beneficiary shall be treated as having predeceased me.
See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-702 (Requirement of Survival by 120 Hours)
B. Simultaneous Death
If any beneficiary and I die simultaneously, or under circumstances rendering it difficult or impossible to determine who predeceased whom, that beneficiary shall be deemed to have predeceased me for all purposes of this Will.
See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-702
C. Anti-Lapse
Distribution method for lapsed bequests (check one):
☐  
☐  
☐  
See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-603 (Antilapse; Deceased Devisee; Class Gifts)
D. Payment of Taxes
All federal and state estate, inheritance, and succession taxes, including any generation-skipping transfer taxes, assessed against my estate or against any beneficiary on account of property passing under this Will or otherwise, shall be paid from the residuary estate as an expense of administration, unless I direct otherwise in a separate provision of this Will.
E. Abatement
If my estate is insufficient to pay all bequests in full, bequests shall abate in the following order: (1) residuary bequests, (2) general bequests, (3) specific bequests, unless otherwise required by Maine law.
See 18-C M.R.S.A. §3-902 (Distribution; Order in Which Assets Appropriated)
F. No-Contest Clause (In Terrorem)
Do you wish to include a no-contest clause? (Check one):
☐  
☐  
(Note: The enforceability of no-contest clauses varies. Maine courts may decline to enforce such a clause if the contest was brought in good faith and with probable cause.)
G. Debt Forgiveness
Do any persons owe you a debt that you wish to forgive upon your death? (Check one):
☐  Not applicable
☐  
H. Severability
If any provision of this Will is held invalid, illegal, or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect and shall be construed to give maximum effect to my intent.
I. Governing Law
This Will shall be governed by, construed under, and administered in accordance with the laws of the State of Maine, specifically the Maine Uniform Probate Code, Title 18-C of the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated.
J. Construction
Unless the context requires otherwise: words denoting the singular include the plural, and vice versa; words denoting one gender include all genders; the term "children" includes legally adopted children; and the term "descendants" means lineal descendants of all degrees.


EXECUTION OF WILL
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, ___________________________________ [Full Legal Name of Testator] , the Testator, have signed this, my Last Will and Testament, consisting of _____ [number]  pages (including this page and the Self-Proving Affidavit), on this _____ [day]  day of _______________ [month] , 20_____ [year] , at ____________________ [City/Town] , County of _______________ [County] , State of Maine.
__________________________________________________
Signature of Testator
_____________________________________________ [Printed Name of Testator]
ATTESTATION OF WITNESSES
We, the undersigned, declare under penalty of perjury that:
1. The foregoing instrument was signed, published, and declared by the above-named Testator as the Testator's Last Will and Testament in our presence;
1. We, at the Testator's request and in the Testator's presence and in the presence of each other, have subscribed our names as attesting witnesses;
1. We believe the Testator to be at least eighteen (18) years of age, of sound mind and memory, and under no constraint, duress, fraud, or undue influence;
1. Each of us is at least eighteen (18) years of age and competent to serve as a witness.
18-C M.R.S.A. §2-502; §2-504
Witness 1
__________________________________________________
Signature of Witness 1
_____________________________________________ [Printed Name of Witness 1]
_______________________________________________________ [Address of Witness 1 (Street, City, State, ZIP)]
____________________ [Date]
Witness 2
__________________________________________________
Signature of Witness 2
_____________________________________________ [Printed Name of Witness 2]
_______________________________________________________ [Address of Witness 2 (Street, City, State, ZIP)]
____________________ [Date]


SELF-PROVING AFFIDAVIT
Pursuant to 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-503
(IMPORTANT: This affidavit must be completed at the same time the Will is signed and witnessed. The Testator, both Witnesses, and a Notary Public must all be present together. The Notary Public should NOT also serve as one of the two required witnesses.)
STATE OF MAINE
COUNTY OF _________________________ [County] 
I, ___________________________________ [Full Legal Name of Testator] , the Testator, on this _____ [day]  day of _______________ [month] , 20_____ [year] , being first duly sworn on oath, depose and say that I sign and execute this instrument as my Last Will and Testament, that I sign it willingly and as my free and voluntary act for the purposes therein expressed, and that I am eighteen (18) years of age or older, of sound mind and memory, and under no constraint or undue influence.
__________________________________________________
Testator
We, ______________________________ [Printed Name of Witness 1]  and ______________________________ [Printed Name of Witness 2] , the witnesses, being first duly sworn, each deposes and says: That the Testator signed and executed this instrument as the Testator's Last Will and Testament and that the Testator signed it willingly and as the Testator's free and voluntary act for the purposes therein expressed; that each of us, in the presence and hearing of the Testator, hereby signs this Will as witness to the Testator's signing; and that to the best of our knowledge the Testator is eighteen (18) years of age or older, of sound mind and memory, and under no constraint or undue influence.
__________________________________________________
Witness 1
________________________________________ [Printed Name of Witness 1]
__________________________________________________ [Address of Witness 1]
__________________________________________________
Witness 2
________________________________________ [Printed Name of Witness 2]
__________________________________________________ [Address of Witness 2]
Subscribed, sworn to, and acknowledged before me by ______________________________ [Name of Testator] , the Testator, and subscribed and sworn to before me by _________________________ [Name of Witness 1]  and _________________________ [Name of Witness 2] , witnesses, this _____ [day]  day of _______________ [month] , 20_____ [year] .
__________________________________________________
Notary Public
___________________________________ [Printed Name of Notary]
____________________ [My Commission Expires]
[NOTARIAL SEAL]


GLOSSARY OF LEGAL TERMS
With References to Maine Law
Abatement — The reduction of bequests when the estate has insufficient assets to pay all bequests in full. Maine law sets an order of abatement: residuary gifts are reduced first, then general gifts, then specific gifts. See 18-C M.R.S.A. §3-902.
Attestation — The act of witnessing the signing of the will and signing as a witness. Under Maine law (18-C M.R.S.A. §2-502), at least two (2) competent witnesses are required to attest a valid will.
Beneficiary — A person or organization named in your will to receive property or assets from your estate. Also referred to as a "devisee" under the Maine Uniform Probate Code.
Bequest (also Legacy or Devise) — A gift of property made through a will. A "specific bequest" is a gift of a particular, identified item or dollar amount. A "general bequest" is a gift payable from the general assets of the estate. A "residuary bequest" is a gift of everything remaining after specific and general bequests.
Bond — A form of insurance or surety that protects the estate from potential mismanagement by the Personal Representative. Waiving the bond requirement is common and saves the estate money. See 18-C M.R.S.A. §3-603.
Codicil — A legal document that amends, modifies, or supplements an existing will without revoking it entirely. A codicil must be executed with the same formalities as a will (signed by the testator and attested by two witnesses). See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-502.
Decedent — A person who has died. In probate law, the decedent is the person whose estate is being administered.
Descendant — A person's children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and all subsequent generations in a direct bloodline. Includes legally adopted descendants. See 18-C M.R.S.A. §1-201.
Digital Assets — Electronic records in which a person has a right or interest, including email accounts, social media, domain names, cryptocurrency, and other electronically stored data. See Maine's Revised Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act, 18-C M.R.S.A. §7-101 et seq.
Elective Share — The statutory right of a surviving spouse to claim a share of the deceased spouse's augmented estate, regardless of the will's provisions. The percentage is based on the length of the marriage. See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-202.
Fiduciary — A person who holds a position of trust and confidence, such as a Personal Representative, Trustee, or Guardian. Fiduciaries owe duties of loyalty, care, and good faith.
Guardian — A person appointed by the court to care for a minor child's person (physical care and upbringing) and/or property (financial management). A nomination in a will is a strong recommendation but is subject to court approval. See 18-C M.R.S.A. §5-202.
Heirs at Law — Persons entitled to receive a decedent's property under the laws of intestacy (i.e., when there is no valid will). Maine's intestacy statutes are found at 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-101 et seq.
In Terrorem Clause (No-Contest Clause) — A provision in a will that states that any beneficiary who contests the will forfeits their share. Enforceability varies by jurisdiction; Maine courts may decline enforcement if the contest was brought in good faith with probable cause.
Intestacy / Intestate — The condition of dying without a valid will. When a person dies intestate, their property passes according to the state's intestacy statutes rather than a will. See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-101 et seq.
Last Will and Testament — A legal document that expresses a person's wishes regarding the distribution of their property and the care of their minor children after death. Must be executed in compliance with 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-502.
Per Capita — A method of distributing property where each surviving beneficiary of a designated class receives an equal share. Contrast with "per stirpes."
Per Stirpes — A method of distributing property where a deceased beneficiary's share passes down to that beneficiary's descendants (children, grandchildren) in equal portions, by right of representation. Example: If Beneficiary A predeceases the Testator leaving two children, those children each receive half of A's share. See 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-709.
Personal Property — All property that is not real property, including money, bank accounts, vehicles, jewelry, furniture, investments, business interests, and intellectual property.
Personal Representative (Executor/Executrix) — The person nominated in the will and appointed by the Probate Court to carry out the terms of the will, manage the estate, pay debts, and distribute property. Maine uses the term "Personal Representative" under the Uniform Probate Code. See 18-C M.R.S.A. §3-203.
Pretermitted Child/Spouse — A child born or adopted after the will is executed (or a spouse married after the will is executed) who is not provided for in the will. Under Maine law, a pretermitted child or spouse may be entitled to an intestate share. See 18-C M.R.S.A. §§2-301, 2-302.
Probate — The legal process through which a court validates a will, appoints a Personal Representative, and oversees the administration and distribution of a decedent's estate. In Maine, probate is governed by the Maine Uniform Probate Code (Title 18-C). Probate proceedings are filed in the Probate Court of the county where the decedent was domiciled.
Real Property (Real Estate) — Land and anything permanently attached to it, including houses, buildings, and fixtures. Also includes interests in land such as easements, mineral rights, and life estates.
Residuary Estate (Residue) — Everything left in your estate after all debts, taxes, expenses, and specific and general bequests have been paid or distributed. The residuary clause is the "catch-all" provision that covers any property not specifically devised elsewhere in the will.
Revocation — The cancellation of a will or specific provisions therein. Under Maine law (18-C M.R.S.A. §2-506), a will may be revoked by: (1) executing a subsequent will that revokes it, or (2) performing a revocatory physical act (burning, tearing, canceling, obliterating, or destroying) with intent to revoke.
Self-Proving Affidavit — A sworn statement signed by the testator, the witnesses, and a notary public at the time the will is executed. It allows the will to be admitted to probate without requiring the witnesses to appear in court to testify about the will's execution. Authorized by 18-C M.R.S.A. §2-503.
Sound Mind (Testamentary Capacity) — The legal standard of mental capacity required to make a valid will. The testator must understand: (1) the nature and extent of their property; (2) the natural objects of their bounty (family members and persons who would normally inherit); (3) the nature of the act of making a will; and (4) how these elements relate to form a plan of disposition.
Testamentary Trust — A trust created by the terms of a will that comes into existence only upon the testator's death. Commonly used to manage property for minor beneficiaries or beneficiaries who may not be able to manage property independently.
Testator / Testatrix — The person who makes a will. Under Maine law (18-C M.R.S.A. §2-501), you must be at least eighteen (18) years of age and of sound mind to make a valid will. The modern practice uses "Testator" regardless of gender.
Trust — A legal arrangement in which one person (the Trustee) holds and manages property for the benefit of another person (the Beneficiary). A trust may be created during lifetime (inter vivos trust) or by will (testamentary trust).
Trustee — The person or institution appointed to manage a trust and its assets. A Trustee owes fiduciary duties to the beneficiaries, including duties of loyalty, prudence, and impartiality.
STATUTORY REFERENCES
This template is based on the Maine Uniform Probate Code, Title 18-C of the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated (M.R.S.A.), effective September 1, 2019. Key statutory sections referenced throughout this document include:
§2-101 et seq. — Intestate Succession and Wills
§2-202 — Elective Share of Surviving Spouse
§2-301 — Entitlement of Spouse; Premarital Will
§2-302 — Omitted Children (Pretermitted Heirs)
§2-501 — Who May Make a Will
§2-502 — Execution; Witnessed or Notarized Wills
§2-503 — Self-Proved Will
§2-504 — Who May Witness
§2-505 — Competence of Witness
§2-506 — Revocation by Writing or by Act
§2-513 — Separate Writing Identifying Devise of Tangible Personal Property
§2-603 — Antilapse; Deceased Devisee; Class Gifts
§2-702 — Requirement of Survival by 120 Hours
§2-709 — Representation; Per Capita at Each Generation
§2-804 — Revocation of Probate and Nonprobate Transfers by Divorce
§3-203 — Priority Among Persons Seeking Appointment as Personal Representative
§3-603 — Bond Amount; Security; Procedure
§3-711 et seq. — Powers of Personal Representatives
§3-902 — Distribution; Order in Which Assets Appropriated (Abatement)
§5-202 — Parental Appointment of Guardian
§7-101 et seq. — Revised Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act
DISCLAIMER: This template is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. The purchase of this template does not create an attorney-client relationship. Laws change over time, and individual circumstances vary. Consult a licensed Maine attorney for advice specific to your situation. The creator of this template assumes no liability for its use or misuse.
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